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Kings Town is located on the southeast side
of the Chester River directly across from Chester
Town. Originally laid out in 1732, the town today
bears only a historic connection with the 18th
century. The earliest surviving building in the
town is the Kings Town Tavern (QA-177), a large
brick structure to the southwest of the modern
bridge. Constructed circa 1825, the Tavern was
undoubtedly the largest building in Kings Town.
Other evidence of the earlier history of the town
includes a small cémetery belonging to the
Primrose family, and the ruins of an earlier

bridge.
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Kings Town was created by an Act of Assembly
in 1732. It was laid out on 30 acres of land on
Evidently the town enjoyed some level of prosperity
in the 1740's and 1750's, at a time when there were
no major towns in Queen Anne's County. By the last
quarter of the 18th century, Kings Town was
probably in a state of decline, and in the early
19th century most of the property was realigned and
con#olidated. The original grid plan disappeared,
along with any early structures.

The Kings Town Tavern (QA-177), constructed
circa 1825, has remained the key building on the
site of the town, and in the 20th century the area
has been developed as a residential community with
close ties to Chestertown. The town remains
significant, however, cdue to the role it has
played as one of the earliest towns in the county,

and as an important link between Queen Anne's County
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E¥lFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE J
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 11/12/80
STREET & NUMBER ' — ' T TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Centreville : Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 18I KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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